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Why is Civic 
Readiness so 
important??

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK6UAXC1Jfg


NYS Civic 
Readiness 
Domains



How we made it through year 1!
Preparation & Planning

1. Established the Goal : that ALL graduating seniors at KenEast, 
KenWest and Big Picture be made aware of the program and have an 
opportunity to earn it. Citizenship is open and diverse, the Ken-Ton 
SCR must be too!

2. Close Read the NYS Civic Readiness Manual!!
a. What components already existed in our schools, where are gaps 

that are possible to address in year one and those that are goals for 
the future years.

b. What paths would graduating seniors have for the Seal of Civic 
Readiness. We met with them, talked about the choices they’ve 
made over the last four years inside and outside Ken-Ton.



How we made it through year 1!
Creation & Implementation

3. Ken-Ton SCR Handbook [program]

4. Ken-Ton SCR Website  [awareness]

5. SCR Presentation for all Senior Students [recruitment]

6. Canvas LMS Course for full digital evidence collection [procedure]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r6ayDvroPzkY7hFBEVCQs3Pg6l-b6ZpLF0wlZhGgkvg/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/ktufsd.org/social-studies-education/resources/seal-of-civic-readiness?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13VuCBhvZ66pBWyRzE3Aws7LQ2qLxJfCltCXWRR8986w/edit?usp=sharing


How we made it through year 1!
Creation & Implementation

1. Built the pilot through our government courses to ensure access. 

2. Built the program using existing assignments as a starting point with 

teacher collaboration (Alignment to the manual). 

3. Class presentations for expectations/awareness. 



How we made it through year 1!
Creation & Implementation

3. Utilized Google Sheets for tracking. 

4. Collaboration with Technology Integrator and Librarians. 

5. Graduation recognition (medallions). 



Benefits beyond Civic  Readiness
(how we sold this to Admin)

High School 

● Increased Outreach with 
Community

● Unifying Building-Wide Culture
● 4+1 Pathway for Graduation
● Increased Weighting on School Data 

Report Card for each student 
earning the Seal (or pathway)!!!!!!!!!!

● Graduating students who are ready 
to engage with their community

Candidates

● Special Seal/Stamp on Diploma
● Special designation on a transcript
● Acknowledgement at Senior Awards 

Night
● Acknowledgement in Graduation 

Diploma
● Special Medal to wear at Graduation
● Accomplishment to write about 

/reflect on for College applications 
and essays!

● Being Ready to Engage with their 
Community!



Biggest Takeaways from Year 1

1. Not all graduating seniors are Civic Ready, especially seniors in 
April/May of their senior year! Present and collect sooner!!!!

2. We need a better way to digitally track student service and organization 
hours over the course of 4 years. We are looking at apps as well as our 
internal Student Information System.

3. Get Students on the Committee!!!! They are the best PR agents!



Biggest Takeaways from Year 1

1. Anchoring key projects in the government courses helped keep the 
program organized and on track. 

2. Multiple menu options to achieving the Seal are important to develop 
and promote. 

3. Civic Readiness K-12 now has a commencement framework!



So Proud of our Graduates
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